          Frequently Asked Questions
What does A+ College Ready do? 
A+ College Ready is an independent nonprofit organization that works to dramatically increase the number of students in Alabama taking math, science, and English AP courses, earning qualifying scores on AP exams, and attending and succeeding in college. A+ College Ready is a member of the A+ Education Partnership, which also includes the Alabama Best Practices Center, and was responsible for founding the Alabama Reading Initiative.  For a detailed description of our program elements, please consult the “Our Work” section of our website. 
What is a Qualifying Advanced Placement (AP) score and what does it mean?
An AP score shows how well students did on the AP Exam and is a measure of achievement in an AP course. A Qualifying Score is used by colleges and universities to determine if they award the student the equivalent college credit for the course (this is known as advanced placement).
The final score on AP exams are reported on a 5-point scale: “Qualified" or a score of 3-5, means that a student has proven capable of doing the work of an introductory-level course in a particular subject at college. Most colleges and universities in the United States grant credit and placement for qualifying AP scores. Students can save money and get a head start on their degree when they enter college with credit already earned through AP.
What do you mean when you talk about Cohorts? 
A cohort is a group of schools that have joined the ALSDE/A+ College Ready program during the same school year.  The first cohort of 12 schools (from Jefferson County and Montgomery County) joined the program in 2008 and we have added a Cohort each year. A full list of cohorts can be located in the “About US” section of our website. 
How are schools chosen to be a part of the A+ College Ready Program?
Schools interested in participating in the ALSDE/A+ College Ready AP Program undergo a competitive selection process in which they submit an application to A+ College Ready in early October. Components of the application include average ACT results, current courses offered, a snapshot of the teachers at the school, and an explanation as to how Advanced Placement will benefit the school. A+ College Ready staff then discusses each applicant in detail. 
The Second phase of the application process includes an extensive site visit to each school meet with teachers and administrators. The new Cohort of schools is then announced in January of the following year. If selected, AP and Pre-AP Teachers attend training in the following summer so that they can begin the new school year ready to implement rigorous coursework. 
How does the data reported by A+ College Ready differ from other College Board reports?
The College Board report includes data concerning all AP exams scores, A+ College Ready reports only on Math, Science and English scores, since that is the focus of our work. The College Board also reports on all schools in the state, while A+ College Ready reports primarily on the performance of schools that participate in our program.  An exception is the report of a statewide gain of 136% for all Alabama AP students that took math science and English (MSE) courses and 232 % for minority MSE AP students over a 6 year period, which ranks Alabama as #1 in the nation in percent gains for both groups. 
Which subset of students is identified as minority?
A+ College Ready and The National Math and Science Initiative (NMSI) track the performance of students who are traditionally underrepresented in AP Classes.  For Alabama that is primarily African-American and Hispanic students.  
What does the per 1000 graph measure?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]This graph compares all of the schools in the A+ College Ready program, the state and the nation as if they had 1000 juniors and seniors attending each school. This comparison allows us to measure the impact of this program on schools both big and small.
How was the percent increase in Math, Science and English Qualifying Scores calculated?
In 2008 students in Alabama high schools earned 4,037 Qualifying scores on AP Math, Science and English AP exams. By 2014 the number of qualifying scores earned had increased to 9534, a 136% gain.
Similarly in 2008 only 308 QS on Math, Science and English AP exams were earned by minority (Black and Hispanic) students. In 2014 the number of QS earned by minority students has increased to 1024, a 232% increase.





