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What is the RAISE Act? What does it do?

The RAISE Act introduces a hybrid funding formula for Alabama’s K-12 public education system,
enhancing the existing Foundation Program to target student needs and improve academic
outcomes. It creates the RAISE Fund to provide additional funds to all districts based on student
needs, holds districts accountable for using funds to benefit students, and establishes a unified
application that streamlines applications and reporting for all state and federal funding. To
support the RAISE Act, the Legislature has appropriated a total of $166 million to fund student
needs in the first year. This includes $58 million in existing ETF funding and $108 million in new
funding from the Education Opportunities Reserve Fund.

What are the weights for student groups in year 1?

Year 1 Base Funding Factor: $7,547
Student Group Weight Statewide Total
Students in Poverty 2.25% $68,254,016 ($169.90/pp)
Special Education Tiers are below $48,798,223
Special Education - Tier 1 2% $11,566,985 ($150.94/pp)
Special Education - Tier 2 10% $21,399,519 ($754.70/pp)
Special Education - Tier 3 75% $15,831,719 ($5,660.25/pp)
7% for LEAs under 9% of ELL $33,515,261
English Language Learners | 10% for LEAs at or over 9% of ELL ($528.29/pp; $754.70/pp)
Gifted Students 4.5% for 5% of ADM $12,231,196 ($339.67/pp)
Charter School Students 2% $1,174,494 ($150.94/pp)

What disabilities or exceptionalities qualify for the Special Education tiers?

e Tier 1: Specific learning disability, speech/language impairment, other health impairment

e Tier 2: Autism spectrum disorder, intellectual disability, developmental disability, multiple
disabilities

e Tier 2: Emotional disturbance or disability, hearing impairment, orthopedic impairment, visual
impairment, deaf-blindness, traumatic brain injury
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How can | calculate the weighted allocation for a student group?
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Let’s calculate all of the weighted allocations for a hypothetical, mid-
sized Alabama school district.
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Grand Total = | $494,328.50
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