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Why is Vocabulary Important?



LETRS Research (Vol 2; Unit 6; pg 94)

According to LETRS, “Reading widely is one of 
the best ways to acquire background knowledge 
of the world that cannot be directly experienced. 
Vocabulary, background knowledge, and reading 
comprehension affect one another in a circular, 
interactive manner”.

We know that many of our students are not 
proficient in the vocabulary domain because they 
do not have the background knowledge needed to 
support their reading comprehension or answer 
complex questions on assessments. 



School-Wide iReady Data

BOY School data showed a vocabulary deficiency.

     8%  3 or more grade levels below
26%    2 or more grade levels below

                                                           46%    1 grade level below
                                                           13%    Early on grade level
                                                             7%    Mid or above grade level



Vocabulary BOY Data from iReady K-5th Grade

The breakdown by domain shows that vocabulary is a deficiency across all grade levels. Only a 
small portion of our students scored as proficient.

Kinder                                     18%                  37%                               45%

1st Grade                                16%        13%             65%                                                                                                                              6%

2nd Grade                                 14%       21%               44%                                                                       21%        

3rd Grade                                  15%                 25%                                         32%                                                                    22%                                     5%

4th Grade                                 16%           16%                          52%                                                                                       6%                                       9%

5th Grade                               9%         15%          28%                                                            30%                                                           17%



Tier I Problem

According to the iReady beginning of the year data many 
of our students were not proficient in the vocabulary 
domain. 

To address these deficiencies, we will use engagement 
strategies in the classroom to build background 
knowledge. We chose the First Learning Phase: Become 
Interested.



Tier I Issue

“Tier I" typically refers to basic vocabulary that is essential for everyday communication and 
understanding. 

● Basic Tier I Vocabulary lessons should  assist with the foundation of language 
development and comprehension. 

● Tier I Vocabulary lessons play an important role for embedding context for Tier II terms, 
especially when they have been taught explicitly. 

● Vocabulary is often correlated with academic achievement, as students with a rich 
vocabulary are better equipped to comprehend complex texts, engage in critical thinking, 
and express themselves clearly in written language  and discussions.



Why is Vocabulary a Tier I Issue

Here are a few reasons why vocabulary is a Tier I issue at RES:

● Students do not have a basic understanding of words and their meanings, thereby 
causing some students to struggle in communicating effectively in both oral and written 
forms.

● Students who lack familiarity with common words also have difficulty understanding 
written texts, which can hinder their academic progress across various subjects and with 
comprehension.

● Students limited ability to learn new words and understand their meanings hinders 
their cognitive development.



To address the Vocabulary Issue we….

Heighten Engagement Strategies in the classroom by utilizing: 

● First Learning Phase: Become Interested-finding content worthy of attention

● Strategy 1: Cognitive Interest Cues-motivate learners by designing lessons that 
make learning stimulating and relevant to students. 

The power of hooking student interest in learning with thought-provoking 
questions, compelling visuals, and personal connections to new knowledge 
and skills that draw students, intellectually, into new learning.



Resource Teacher: Snowball Fight

Click the image on the right for more details!

Add video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D8ddqIUq6S4kbf-mSUsdDJmDu5DRRgjT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D8ddqIUq6S4kbf-mSUsdDJmDu5DRRgjT/view?usp=sharing
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jB2HvniKSic


2nd Grade Teacher: Synonym Instruction

Click the image below for more details!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33uZwNjnPoE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33uZwNjnPoE
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VICbmxR8i-los3mZUwqfCHGptrVnatES/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111636536152626854234&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VICbmxR8i-los3mZUwqfCHGptrVnatES/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111636536152626854234&rtpof=true&sd=true


Click the 

image!

Click the image!

Click the image!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fQgaYgW5yfUeDrY9X1faKMWXYchrdiiX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fQgaYgW5yfUeDrY9X1faKMWXYchrdiiX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h4A0FAMx_uc1RX97VL51pYAvOfC6dV5J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h4A0FAMx_uc1RX97VL51pYAvOfC6dV5J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7ZAgTtCOUurVTk2ZWEwSHBvR2s/view?usp=sharing&resourcekey=0-xWm_4Mlc48EPJ2i6m8ybTA


MOY (Nov) Vocabulary Data

5%     3 or more grade levels below (decreased by 3%)
16%      2 or more grade levels below (decreased by 10 %)

                                   46%      1 grade level below (stayed the same)
                                   18%      Early on grade level (increase by 5%)
                                  16%      Mid or above grade level (increased by 9%)

We will have updated data next week and will have a better indication of the students growth 
based on the strategies we have implemented.



Professional Learning Opportunities for RES Staff

➔ COX Campus offers free Science of Reading PD. 
➔ LETRS (Volume 2 Unit 5)
➔ Reading Rockets Article

Resources

➔ DCRI Printables
➔ Advanced Word Study
➔ SOS Strategies-Vocabulary Development

https://learn.coxcampus.org/?s=vocab
https://www.voyagersopris.com/blog/edview360/vocabulary-instruction-strategies-for-the-classroom
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/vocabulary/articles/teaching-vocabulary
https://learn.coxcampus.org/?s=vocab
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-2JdViBStstpJ-FkUB_Hwkm3swdn0eYs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B7ZAgTtCOUurM3BoWndhZ05FZEU?resourcekey=0-IPjpDojLlR7cL36pzqAmAg&usp=drive_link


Vocabulary/Reading  Instruction at Ridgecrest

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ELafs74UujI


Questions and Comments

Thank You!


