Three Years of Results Show A+ College Ready Significantly Boosts Student Achievement in AP Courses in Math, Science and English 

GADSDEN, AL – Governor Robert Bentley today announced three years of results for A+ College Ready’s Advanced Placement Training and Incentive program.  The results show that program schools achieved a remarkable 108% average increase in passing Advanced Placement* (AP) scores, 13 times the national average, their first year of participation and continue to improve each year. Additionally, the results show even higher percentage increases in qualifying scores for minority students, indicating that the state is making significant gains toward closing the achievement gap among traditionally under-represented students.

Driving the increases in student achievement is the National Math and Science Initiative’s (NMSI) Advanced Placement Training and Incentive Program (APTIP), which A+ College Ready began implementing in 2008-2009. The goal of APTIP is to boost student enrollment and achievement in rigorous AP courses, which significantly increase the chance of success in college.  The majority of universities award college credit for students who receive a qualifying score of 3 or higher on an AP exam.  “A+ College Ready is a proven investment that is preparing our students for college and the jobs of tomorrow,” said Governor Robert Bentley. 

Over three years, A+ College Ready students have earned 5,119 qualifying scores on math, science and English AP exams.  According to A+ College Ready President, Mary Boehm, “If at least 3 credit hours were awarded for each qualifying score, based on the average cost of a three credit hour course at the major Alabama universities, the savings to Alabama families exceeds 9 million dollars.”
Results announced today are for 43 high schools in 17 school districts across the state.  An additional 21 high schools will implement APTIP this fall impacting almost 14,000 Alabama public high school students. The funding for this initiative is the result of a public-private partnership that includes $1.3 million a year from the Alabama legislature, a $13.2 million grant from the National Math and Science Initiative, a $1.3 million federal grant awarded to Alabama from the U.S. Department of Education and additional matching funds from Alabama donors including Alabama Power Foundation, Regions Inc., Boeing and ExxonMobil along with other foundations and individual donors across the state.
“Alabama Power is a proud supporter of A+ College Ready and the National Math and Science Initiative,” said Leigh Perry, President of the Alabama Power Foundation.  “The Alabama Power Foundation has continued to invest in education and the results show that the investment in our students has paid off. Math and science are critical areas of study and these students will fill much needed jobs in these fields.“
NMSI first implemented APTIP in 2008 in 67 schools across six states (Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Kentucky, Massachusetts and Virginia).  This fall, APTIP will be implemented in 310 U.S. public schools.  “We are opening doors to college for many more students, which is essential to our country’s future,” said Dr. Mary Ann Rankin, CEO of NMSI. “In today’s highly competitive world, the next generation of leaders and innovators must have a mastery of science, technology, engineering and math.”
For specific results by district click here. 



*AP and Advanced Placement Program are registered trademarks of the College Board.
